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The deeps of our universe are full of miracles.  
These miracles see and experience together – that is the AVL! 
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The AVL has been founded in June 2000, to wake Lilienthal up  
from the astronomical deep sleep: 

Because over 200 years ago the small community of Lilienthal  
has located the biggest observatory (50 cm aperture with 8.25 m focal 

distance) on the European continent. 
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AVL stands for activities, events & lectures, and the passion of the stars 
 

Our 80 members (status of July 2012) undertake several common 
activities and enjoy astronomical topics in 

self-developed lectures with high competence. 
Additionally, all members have on focus: the passion of the stars. 

 
By the way: the general public is very welcome  

to all activities the AVL has been organized! 



Perseids party: to count the meteor showers - a yearly event. 



. . . and every time, the youth is in the focus of our activities. 

Youth group at the Olbers planetarium, 2009 

8. Lilienthaler night of the teleskopes, 2008 Festival in Lilienthal insides the Amtsgarten, 2009 

Festival in Lilienthal insides 
the Amtsgarten, 2009 



. . . workshops for adults and children – that is also typical AVL. 

Newton mirror washing 

Praxis course: Moon- and planetary pictures with a 
WebCam 

Youth group workshop 



. . . journeys educate – especially by the yearly journey events of the AVL. 

Mirror telescope from Earl of Ross, 
Ireland, Birr Castle, 2008 Turkey, eclipse of the sun, 2006 

Radio telescope, Effelsberg, 2011 
Horizon observatory on the Halde 

Hoheward, 2010 



. . . we hold technical lectures the whole year continuously. 



. . . astronomy self-made, inclusive of the work on an own observatory! 

Small model of the big observatory Work on the big observatory, 2006 

Work on the big observatory, 2006 Work on the big observatory, 2006 



. . . since 2005 appears in each quarter the club magazine of the AVL.  



. . . on the AVL website you can find all activities – but only in German.  

www.avl-lilienthal.de 



. . . within the workgroups the astronomical topics are discussed in detail.  

Workgroup Astrophysics 

Workgroup Astrophotography 

Workgroup Observation 

AVL youth-group (inactive currently) 



. . . WG Astrophysics: from black holes and spatial curvature.  

Artistic picture of a big black hole 

Spatial curvature and the theory of 
relativity 

Lensing a black hole (simulation) 



. . . WG Astrophotography: collect theory together, learn in practice.  

Parallactic  alignment on discussion 

Alignment in detail of the parallactic  
telescope mount by Gerald Willems 

Small observatory has been 
adapted for the astrophotography 

Photographical astronomical equipment © Jürgen Ruddek 



. . . WG Observation: appointments for common skywalks.  



This is the final of the presentation of the AVL – an association of human 
beings which have one similarity: 

 
The joy on the starry sky, the astonishment 

over the inexhaustible miracles of the universe, and to feel the 
desire to experience these things together. 

   But why of all things in Lilienthal?  
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. . . because on the threshold to the 19th century  
Lilienthal was one of the biggest center of the astronomical  

research:  
Here stood from 1782-1850  

the biggest observatory of the European continent. 
 

Here acted researchers like 
 

Johann Hieronymus Schroeter 
Friedrich Bessel 

Heinrich Wilhelm Matthias Olbers 

Astronomische Vereinigung Lilienthal e.V. 
www.avl-lilienthal.de 

J.H. Schroeter 
1745-1816  

chief magistrate and astronomer 
of Lilienthal 

 

Schroeter Valley 
Further objects named 
after J.H. Schroeter are: 

crater on Mars 
asteroid 

lunar crater 
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